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NYC Organization Chart
…. highlighting city departments and 

agencies with codes or policies on lighting



Lighting Codes

Codes (aka Rules and Laws) that regulate the use of lighting are 
found in a variety of Federal, State, and City regulations…..

• Fixture Construction /Fabrication: Fire Codes

• Illuminance (light levels):

• Emergency Egress: Fire or Local Building Codes

• General Illumination: 

• Interior: Building Codes (very minimal requirements)

• Exterior: Department of Transportation (roads and public 

plazas

• Placement or Location on the Wall: Federal American Disability Act

• Energy (power) for Lighting: Energy Codes



Emergency Egress Lighting



American Disability Act

Maximum 4-inch projection below 80-inches AFF 



Status of State Energy Code Adoption: Commercial



Status of State Energy Code Adoption: Residential



Power for Lighting Regulation: NY State/City Energy Codes

Lighting Power DensitiesLighting Power Densities
Maximum Allowable

Lighting Load 
Per Square Foot (W/sqft)q ( q )

Lighting Controls
Auto Shut OffAuto Shut Off







ASHREA: Exterior Lighting



ASHREA: Building Method (non-tradable)
Base Lighting Power Density = g g y

Maximum Allowable Lighting Load 
Per Square Foot (W/sqft)



ASHREA: Space By Space (tradable)
Base Lighting Power Density = g g y

Maximum Allowable Lighting Load 
Per Square Foot (W/sqft)

Plus Additional Allowances =
Decorative Fixtures

Retail Lighting Load



Space By Space Example



Space By Space Example



Space By Space Example



Space By Space Example



Dept of Energy: ComCheck Software



Occupancy / Vacancy Sensors
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